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10. Rasguert (Groningen), whalebone swordhandle, found in 1955. Seen at the Hoogelandster
Museum, Warffum. Date late 8th c. The handle may have been part of a symbolic sword
(Looijenga & Van Es 1991), as is probably also the Arum wooden sword. Both sides of the
handle may have been inscnbed. On one side what signs there were are erased. The runes on
the other side are rather difficult to read; the whalebone surface has weathered badly. |
propose to read ekum:aditoka,

[NNFFMITFLF

The sequence may be divided thus: ek u|n]jmzadit oka.

ek 1| sg. pers. pron. ‘I'. ulnlmzedit, adj., part. pret. of *mddan, cf. OE méded ‘mad’; OE
*mifdan < Gme *maidjan- “to make mad'. me@dit shows i-mutation preceded by mo
nophthongization; -f instead of -d may reflect devoicing at the word's end. oka PN nsm. n-
stem, Oka; OE Oca, ‘mind, intelligence’ (Kaufmann 1965:198,24941.). Gijsseling (1980:18)
reads eku|n]mzeditoka too, but interprets otherwise: ek winimedifd) fok a ‘I, the not
mutulated one, took this sword'. My interpretation: ‘I, Oka, not (made) mad', might have been
Oka's device. (Cf. for instance with Gdrdldsa ek unwodz of the Danish Corpus, Chapter V).



