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25. Lieeenav (Niedersachsen, Germanyl. In the Niedersichsisches
Landesmuseum, Hannover. A silver disc, possibly part of a sword
belt. Dated 4th . Found in 1957 in a rich man’s grave. The runes

are on the front, and very difficult to identify. The surface has been
damaged and the runes are of unequal size.
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Diiwel (1972:134-141) read and interpreted ra[u]zwi < Gme Hauzeth
“der Rohr (= Speer-Geweihte™; cf. Gme *auza/rausa ‘tube, hollow
stem’.

rauz- may mean spear or sword, cf. ON rr ‘reed’, in metaphor-
ical sense ‘spear, sword’. The second part -wi may either be con-
nected with OHG wihen, OS wihian ‘to consecrate’ (cf. above,
Ercasterren, nr. 13), or -wi may be derived from *wigan ‘to fight’.

I it is a PN, it is perhaps short for Rauzwifgaz), nsm. a-stem,
which may mean either “The one who is consecrated to the spear’
or ‘Spear- ¢.q. Swordfighter’. A name connected with some warriors’
cult? Raus is also known as the name of one of the Hasding broth-
ers (see also Nypam V, found in 1997, with the legend rawsijo,
chanter five. nr. 27,



